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Theme 44 - Rights of animals

حُقوقُ الحَيَوَانَاتِ 

Learning objectives:
•	 To understand the rights of animals.
•	 To learn that the Prophet  taught us to be caring towards all 

living creatures.
•	 To be aware that violence even against animals is unacceptable.

In this theme, you will learn:
Animals are part of Allah’s  creation and are entitled to 
respectful treatment and compassionate care. Islamic teachings 
emphasise the importance of kindness, mercy and responsible 
stewardship towards all living beings, including animals. Abuse is 
the inappropriate treatment of something or someone repeatedly 
and not showing care towards them. Animals have been created 
to serve us as a provision and a source of benefit but at the same 
time we have the responsibility to treat them with kindness, 
compassion and responsible stewardship. 

ر﴾  ا خَيْ هَ ي كُمْ فِ هِ لَ لَّ رِ ٱل ئِ ٰٓ ـ عَ ن شَ كُم مِّ ا لَ هَ ـٰ نَ لْ عَ دْنَ جَ بُ الَى: ﴿وَٱلْ عَ له تَ الَ ال قَ

رُ  ي طِ رٍۢ يَ ئِ ٰٓ ـ ا طَ �أرضِْ ولََ ةٍۢ فِى ٱلْ ا مِن دَابَّٓ الَى: ﴿وَمَ عَ الَ تَ ]الحج :36[. قَ

انعام :38[. كُم﴾ ]ال الُ ثَ مٌ �أمْ آ �أمَ هِ �إلَِّ يْ احَ نَ جَ بِ
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Allah  says: “The sacrificial camels you find valuable are included 
among Allah’s symbols” (22:36). “There is no creature on land or 
a bird flying in the sky that does not belong to a community just 
like yours” (6:38).

ها  تْ نَ رَّةٍ سَجَ رَ�أةٌ في هِ تِ امْ بَ الَ: » عُذِّ له قَ ]1[ عن ابن عمر: �أنَّ رسول ال

ا ، �إذْ هِيَ  هَ تْ قَ ا وَسَ هَ تْ مَ عَ يَ �أطْ ا هِ ارَ ، ل نَّ ا ال هَ ي تْ فِ دَخَلَ تْ ، فَ اتَ ى مَ حَتَّ

هِ  يْ لَ �أرضِْ «. متفق عَ نْ خَشَاشِ ال �أكُلُ مِ ا تَ هَ تْ ركََ ا هِيَ تَ ا ، ولَ هَ تْ سَ بَ حَ

1. Ibn ‘Umar  said: The Messenger of Allah  said, “A woman 
was punished in Hell because she caged a cat and let it die. She 
did not give it anything to eat or drink, nor did she free it so that 
it might eat the insects of the earth.” 

هُ،  ونَ رمُْ مْ يَ راً وَهُ ي وا طَ صَبُ دْ نَ شٍ قَ ريَْ نْ قُ انٍ مِ يَ تْ فِ رَّ بِ هُ مَ ]2[ عن ابن عمر: �أنَّ

مَرَ  نَ عُ ا رَ�أوْا ابْ مَّ لَ همْ ، فَ لِ بْ نْ نَ ةٍ مِ ئَ رِ كُلَّ خَاطِ يْ وا لِصَاحِبِ الطَّ لُ عَ دْ جَ وَقَ

ذَا، �إنَّ  لَ هَ عَ نْ فَ هُ مَ ل نَ ال عَ ذَا ؟ لَ لَ هَ عَ نْ فَ رَ : مَ مَ نُ عُ الَ ابْ قَ وا ، فَ رَّقُ فَ تَ

هِ.  يْ لَ رُّوحُ غَرضَاً. متفق عَ هِ ال ي اً فِ ئ يْ خَذَ شَ نِ اتَّ نَ مَ عَ له لَ رسولَ ال

2. Ibn ‘Umar  reported: I was passing by some boys of the 
Quraysh who had tied up a bird and had been shooting arrows at 
it. Every arrow that they missed came into the possession of the 
owner of the bird. As soon as they saw Ibn ‘Umar, they dispersed. 
Ibn ‘Umar then said: “Who has done this? May Allah curse him 
who has done so, the Messenger of Allah  has cursed anyone 
who makes a living creature a target (of one’s marksmanship).”
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هِ.  يْ لَ مُ. متفق عَ ائِ هَ بَ رَ ال صْبَ له �أن تُ الَ: نهى رسُولُ ال ]3[ عن �أنس قَ

3. Anas  reported: The Messenger of Allah  forbade animals 
being tied and used as targets.

Commentary: This hadith reflects the compassionate and merciful nature 
of the Prophet towards animals. By forbidding the practice of tying animals 
and using them as targets, he emphasised the sanctity of all living beings in 
Islam. This prohibition serves as a reminder to treat animals with kindness, 
acknowledging their ability to experience pain and suffering.

كَرَ  �أنْ وَجْهِ ، فَ وْسُومَ ال اراً مَ له حِمَ الَ: ر�أى رسولُ ال ]4[ عن ابن عباس قَ
رَ  وَجْهِ « و�أمَ نَ ال ا �أقْصَى شَيْءٍ مِ هُ �إلِ ا �أسِمُ هِ ل ل الَ : » وال قَ ذَلِكَ ؟ فَ
نِ. رواه  يْ رتََ جَاعِ نْ كَوَى ال وَ �أوَّلُ مَ هُ هِ ، فَ يْ رتََ كُويَِ في جَاعِ ارهِِ فَ حِمَ بِ

مسلم. 

4. Ibn ‘Abbas  reported: The Messenger of Allah  once saw a 
donkey, which had been branded on the face. He immediately 
disapproved of it. Ibn ‘Abbas then said, “By Allah, I shall never 
brand an animal on the face again.” Ibn ‘Abbas then commanded 
branding on the hips; he was the first person to brand animals on 
hips. 

Commentary: Livestock branding is a technique for marking animals so as 
to identify the owner. Traditionally, livestock branding was carried out with 
hot iron and was extremely painful for the animal especially when done on 
the face. 

رهُُ  هْ حِقَ ظَ دْ لَ رٍ قَ ي عِ بَ هِ بِ لَّ رَّ رسَُولُ ال الَ: مَ ةِ، قَ يَّ لِ ظَ نْ حَ نِ الْ لِ ابْ ]5[ عَنْ سَهْ
وهَا  لُ ا وكَُ وهَ بُ اركَْ ةِ فَ جَمَ عْ مُ مِ الْ ائِ هَ بَ ذِهِ الْ هَ فِي هَ لَّ وا ال قُ الَ:» اتَّ قَ هِ، فَ نِ طْ بَ بِ

و دَاوُد. حَةً« رَوَاهُ �أبُ صَالِ
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5. Sahl ibn al-Handhaliya  reported: The Messenger of Allah , 
passed by a camel whose back had met its belly, and said: “Fear 
Allah in this matter. They are brute-forced animals, so ride them 
and eat them while they are fit.”

Commentary: This hadith emphasises the importance of looking after 
animals, the Prophet saw a camel that looked very weak and hungry, with its 
back and belly touching. He advised people to be kind and fair to animals. 
He said that even though we use them for riding and food, we should treat 
them well and not make them suffer in any way.

Activities:
•	 Design a poster to encourage people to treat animals with care. 
•	 Research the topic of animal welfare and find some statistics 

around animal cruelty, is animal cruelty increasing or 
decreasing?

•	 Discuss the importance of treating animals with care, why is it 
so important? 

In this theme you have learnt:
•	 We must treat animals kindly and respectfully. 
•	 Harshness to animals is unlawful and will be punished on the 

Day of Judgement.
•	 Allah  will punish anyone who causes unnecessary suffering to 

animals.
•	 The Messenger of Allah  prohibited tying up animals and 

using them for target practice.


