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Theme 42 - Avoid arrogance

بُ غُرورٍ تَجَنُّ

Learning objectives:
•	 To understand the meaning of arrogance –big headed.
•	 To learn that being arrogant is prohibited in Islam.
•	 To understand what is equality. 
•	 To know how to avoid being arrogant.

In this theme, you will learn:
Arrogance is believing you are better than others, a negative 
feeling that leads to looking down on people, it is a major sin. 
Arrogance is a feature of the Satan who Allah  has cursed. 
A person can become arrogant because of their wealth, status, 
beauty or knowledge. The opposite of arrogance is to be humble, 
the Prophet Muhammad  taught equality for all so that no one 
feels superior to the other. 

واً فِي  لُ دُونَ عُ ريِ ا يُ ذِينَ ل لَّ ا لِ هَ لُ جْعَ �آخِرةَُ نَ ارُ ال دَّ كَ ال لْ الَى: ﴿ تِ عَ له تَ الَ ال قَ

ينَ ﴾ ] القصص: 83[. وقال تعال : ﴿  قِ تَّ مُ لْ ةُ لِ بَ اقِ عَ سَاداً وَال ا فَ �أرضِْ ولَ ال

�إسراء: 37[.  رحًَا ﴾ ] ال �أرضِْ مَ مْشِ فِي ال ا تَ ولَ
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Allah  says: “Such is the Final Abode; We grant it to those who 
desire neither grandeur nor wreak havoc in the land. And the best 
outcome is for those mindful of Allah” (28:83). “You shouldn’t 
walk about on Earth arrogantly” (17:37).

نْ  ةَ مَ نَّ جَ دْخُلُ ال ا يَ الَ: » ل نبي قَ ]1[ عن عبد الله بن مسعود عن ال

رَّجُلَ يُحِبُّ  الَ رجَُلٌ : �إنَّ ال قَ رٍ ! « فَ بْ نْ كِ الُ ذَرَّة مِ قَ ثْ هِ مِ بِ لْ كَانَ في قَ

يلٌ يُحِبُّ  هَ جَمِ ل الَ : » �إنَّ ال ةً ؟ قَ نَ هُ حَسَ لُ عْ اً ، ونَ هُ حَسَن وْبُ كُونَ ثَ �أنْ يَ

اسِ « رواه مسلم.  نَّ مْطُ ال رُ الحَقِّ وَغَ طَ رُ : بَ بْ كِ جَمَالَ ، ال ال

1. ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud  reported: The Prophet  said, “He 
who has, in his heart, an ant’s weight of arrogance will not enter 
Jannah.” Someone said: “A man likes to wear beautiful clothes and 
shoes?” The Messenger of Allah  said, “Allah is Beautiful, He 
loves beauty. Arrogance means ridiculing and rejecting the truth 
and despising people.”

هِ ،  دَ رسول الله بشمالِ نْ لاً �أكَلَ عِ �أكوع �أنّ رجَُ ]2[ عن سلمة بن ال

ا  طَعْتَ « مَ تَ ا اسْ الَ: » ل طِيعُ ! قَ تَ ا �أسْ الَ: ل كَ « قَ نِ ي مِ يَ الَ: » كُلْ ب قَ فَ

يهِ« رواه مسلم. عها �إلَِى فِ الَ: » فما رفَ رُ. قَ بْ كِ ا ال هُ �إل عَ نَ مَ

2. Salamah bin Al-Akwa’ reported: A man was eating in the 
presence of the Messenger of Allah  with his left hand. He told 
him “Eat with your right hand.” He said: “I cannot.” The Prophet  
said, “May you never be able to do that.” It was arrogance that 
prevented him from doing as told, and he could not raise his hand 
up to his mouth again.
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Commentary: The lesson to be derived from this hadith is the significance of 
cultivating humility and being open to following the guidance of those who 
possess wisdom and knowledge. The man’s refusal was not due to any physical 
incapacity but rather stemmed from arrogance and defiance. By expressing 
this wish, the Prophet draws attention to the spiritual consequence of such 
arrogance. It serves as a reminder that a person’s attitude and intentions matter 
just as much as their actions.

مْ  ركُُ بِ ا �أخْ له يقول: » �أل الَ: سَمِعْتُ رسول ال ]3[ عن حارثة بن وهْبٍ قَ

هِ  يْ لَ رٍ «. متفقٌ عَ كْب سْتَ لٍ جَوّاظٍ مُ تُ ار : كلُّ عُ نَّ لِ ال �أهْ ب

3. Harithah bin Wahab  reported: The Messenger of Allah  
said, “Shall I not tell you about the people of Hell? They are 
violent, disrespectful and arrogant.” 

ارُ  نَّ ةُ وَال نَّ جَ جّتِ ال الَ: » احْتَ نبي قَ ]4[ عن �أبي سعيد الخدري عن ال

ةُ : فيَّ ضُعفاءُ  نَّ جَ روُنَ. وقالتِ ال بِّ كَ تَ مُ ارُونَ وال بَّ جَ ارُ : فيَّ الْ نَّ الَت ال قَ ، فَ

مُ  مَتِي �أرحَْ ةُ رحَْ نهُما : �إنكِ الجنّ ي هُ بَ ل هُم ، فقضى ال نُ الناس ومساكي

ا  كُمَ يْ لَ كِ نْ �أشَاءُ ، وَلِ كِ مَ بُ بِ ذَابِي �أعَذِّ ارُ عَ نَّ كِ ال نْ �أشَاءُ ، وَ�إنَّ بِك مَ

ؤُهَا «. رواه مسلم. لْ يَّ مِ لَ عَ

4. Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri  reported: The Prophet  said, “There 
was a dispute between Hell and Paradise. Hell said: ‘The arrogant 
and proud are in me.’ Paradise said: ‘The weak and humble are in 
me.’ Then Allah  said: Paradise is like my kindness, and through 
it I shall show kindness to those whom I wish and Hell is my 
wrath to punish those amongst my slaves, and each of you will 
have its fill.”
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ةِ �إلَِى  امَ يَ قِ وْمَ ال هُ يَ ل رُ ال ظُ نْ ا يَ الَ: » ل له قَ ]5[ عن �أبي هريرة �أنَّ رسول ال

هِ.  يْ لَ طَراً «. متفقٌ عَ نْ جَرَّ �إزَارهَُ بَ مَ

5. Abu Hurairah  reported: The Messenger of Allah  said, “On 
the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not look at him who trails his 
lower garment out of pride.” 

Commentary: This hadith serves as a reminder of the value of humility, 
modesty, and sincerity in the sight of Allah. It urges us to prioritise internal 
virtues and pure intentions in our actions and to refrain from seeking worldly 
recognition or displaying arrogance. By embodying these qualities, we can 
strive to become better Muslims and strengthen our relationship with Allah, 
both in this life and in the Hereafter.

وْمَ  هُ يَ ل مُ ال هُ مُ لِّ كَ ا يُ ةٌ ل لاثََ الَ رسول الله : » ثَ الَ: قَ ]6[ عن �أبي هريرة قَ

خٌ زَانٍ  يْ يمٌ : شَ ذَابٌ �ألِ مْ عَ هُ هِمْ ، وَلَ يْ رُ �إلَ ظُ نْ ا يَ مْ ، ولَ هِ ي زكَِّ ا يُ امَة ، ولَ يَ قِ ال

رٌ «. رواه مسلم.  بِ كْ تَ سْ لٌ مُ ائِ ابٌ ، وَعَ كٌ كَذَّ لِ وَمَ

6. Abu Hurairah  reported: The Messenger of Allah  said, 
“There are three types of people to whom Allah will not speak 
on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them, nor look 
at them, and they will have a painful punishment. These are: 
An elderly man who commits adultery, a ruler who lies and an 
arrogant poor person.”

زُّ �إزَاري  عِ له تعالى : ال ولُ ال قُ الَ رسول الله: » يَ الَ: قَ ]7[ عن �أبي هريرة قَ

هُ « رواه مسلم.  تُ بْ نِي عَذَّ ازعُِ نَ نْ يُ مَ اءُ ردِائي ، فَ ري ، والكب
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7. Abu Hurairah  reported: The Messenger of Allah  said, 
“Allah  says: ‘Honour is my shawl and pride is my cloak. 
Whoever challenges me regarding them shall be punished.”

Activities:
•	 Role-playing scenarios where you can act out different situations 

involving arrogance and humility. Highlight the outcomes of 
arrogant behaviour versus humble actions. 

•	 Find synonyms and then opposites of the word arrogance.
•	 Discuss what the causes of arrogance are and how to overcome 

them. For example; over-praising yourself, being obsessed with 
looks, clothing and wealth.

In this theme you have learnt:
•	 Power, honour, greatness and grandeur are attributes of Allah  

and no one should imitate them. 
•	 On Judgement Day Allah  will not speak to or purify a person 

who was arrogant. 
•	 Be aware of self-praise and arrogance, which may penetrate your 

hearts through fine clothes and physical beauty.
•	 Arrogance and pride start as a habit of showing off until it 

becomes distinctive of a person’s character. 


