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Theme 33 - Enjoin good and forbid 
evil

هْيُ عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِ  الَأمْرُ بِالْمَعْرُوْفِ وَالنَّ

Learning objectives:
•	 To learn why enjoining good and forbidding evil is an 

important duty.
•	 To learn how to encourage others to do good and forbid evil.
•	 To understand the virtues of encouraging others to do good and 

forbid evil.

In this theme, you will learn:
The best people are those who enjoin what is good and forbid 
what is evil, this brings harmony and peace whereas evil brings 
destruction and hatred. To maintain a healthy, dynamic and happy 
lifestyle, a good Muslim is expected to be aware of their social, 
moral and spiritual responsibilities. You have a responsibility to 
guide others to righteousness and forbid evil. 

روُفِ  عْ مَ الْ روُنَ بِ �أمُْ رِ وَيَ يْ خَ دْعُونَ �إلَِى الْ ةٌ يَ كُمْ �أمَّ نْ كُنْ مِ تَ الَى: ﴿وَلْ عَ هُ تَ ل الَ ال قَ

حُونَ﴾ ]�آل عمران :104[ وَقالَ  لِ فْ مُ مُ الْ كَ هُ ئِ رِ وَ�أولَ كَ نْ مُ نِ الْ وْنَ عَ هَ نْ وَيَ

نِ  وْنَ عَ هَ نْ روُفِ وَتَ عْ مَ الْ روُنَ بِ �أمُْ اسِ تَ نَّ ل ةٍ �أخْرجَِتْ لِ رَ �أمَّ يْ مْ خَ تُ نْ الَى: ﴿كُ عَ تَ

هِؕ﴾ ]�آل عمران :110[.  لّٰ ال وْنَ بِ نُ ؤْمِ كَروَتُ نْ مُ الْ
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Allah  says: “There should always be a group among you that 
calls people to what is best, enjoins the common good and forbids 
evil; these people are the successful” (3:104). “You are the best 
community to emerge for humanity, so long as you enjoin the 
common good, forbid evil and believe in Allah” (3:110).

نْ رَ�أى  له يقول: »مَ الَ: سَمِعت رسَُول ال ]1[ عن �أبي سعيد الخدري قَ

طِعْ  سْتَ مْ يَ �إنْ لَ هِ، فَ سَانِ لِ بِ طِعْ فَ تَ سْ مْ يَ �إنْ لَ دِهِ، فَ يَ رهُْ بِ يِّ غَ يُ لْ كَراً فَ نْ كُمْ مُ نْ مِ

مَانِ« رواه مسلم. �إي هِ، وَذَلِكَ �أضْعَفُ ال بِ لْ قَ بِ فَ

1. Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri  reported: The Messenger of Allah  
said, “Anyone who sees an evil must change it with his hand; if he 
is unable to do so, then speak out against it; and if he is unable to 
do that, then he must dislike it; that is the weakest form of faith.”

Commentary: This hadith establishes a proactive and comprehensive 
approach to fostering a just and compassionate society. It empowers 
individuals to be agents of positive change and to actively stand against 
injustice and wrongdoing. By adhering to this guidance, believers contribute 
to the betterment of their communities and reinforce the foundations of faith, 
emphasising the importance of acting in alignment with Islamic values and 
principles.

هِ  ل مِ في حُدُودِ ال ائِ قَ لُ ال ثَ الَ: »مَ بيّ قَ نَّ ]2[ عن النعمان بن بشير عن ال

مْ �أعْلاها  ضُهُ عْ صَارَ بَ ةٍ فَ نَ ي فِ مُوا عَلَى سَ هَ تَ ومٍ اسْ لِ قَ ثَ مَ ا، كَ هَ ي وَاقعِ فِ وَال

رُّوا  اءِ مَ مَ نَ ال وا مِ قَ تَ ا �إذَِا اسْ هَ لِ فَ ذِينَ في �أسْ انَ الَّ ا، وكََ هَ لَ فَ مْ �أسْ ضُهُ عْ وَبَ

ا  نَ وقَ نْ فَ ؤذِ مَ مْ نُ اً وَلَ ا خَرقْ نَ بِ صِي ا في نَ نَ ا خَرقَْ وْ �أنَّ وا: لَ الُ قَ وْقهُمْ، فَ نْ فَ عَلَى مَ

جَوا  مْ نَ هِ دِي كُوا جَميعاً، وَ�إنْ �أخَذُوا عَلَى �أي لَ ا �أراَدُوا هَ مْ وَمَ وهُ ركَُ �إنِْ تَ ، فَ

جَوْا جَميعاً« رواه البخاري.  وَنَ
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2. Nu’man bin Bashir  reported: The Prophet  said, “The 
example the person who follows the religion and the one who 
disobeys it is like a group of people on a ship. Some on the lower 
and some on the upper deck. When those on the lower deck need 
water they have to climb to the upper deck to get it. They say “If 
we were to make a hole in the bottom of the ship we could get 
water without disturbing those above.” Now if the people of the 
upper deck do not stop them from carrying out their plan they 
will all sink, but if they stop them, they will all be saved.” 

وسَ في  جُلُ اكُمْ وَال الَ: »�إيَّ بيّ قَ نَّ ]3[ عن �أبي سعيد الخُدري عن ال

دٌّ، نتحدث  ا بُ سِن نْ مجالِ ا مِ ن ا ل ا رسَُول الله، مَ اتِ!« فقالوا: يَ رقَُ الطُّ

هُ«  ريقَ حَقَّ �أعْطُوا الطَّ مَجْلِسَ، فَ ا ال مْ �إل تُ يْ �إذَا �أبَ الَ رسولُ الله: »فَ قَ ا. فَ هَ ي فِ

�أذَى،  صَرِ، وكََفُّ ال بَ الَ: »غَضُّ ال ا رسولَ الله؟ قَ قِ يَ ري قالوا: وما حَقُّ الطَّ

هِ.  ي لَ قٌ عَ فَ تَّ كَرِ« مُ نْ مُ هيُ عن ال نَّ روُفِ، وال عْ مَ ال رُ بِ �أمْ لامِ، وَال وَردَُّ السَّ

3. Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri  reported: The Prophet  said, “Do not 
sit on the side of roads. People said “these are the only sitting places 
we have.” The Messenger  said “If you have to sit there then 
observe the rights of the road.” They asked “What are those?” He 
said, “Lower your gaze, remove harmful things, reply to greetings 
and enjoin good and forbid evil.” 

Commentary: This hadith emphasises the significance of maintaining 
proper decorum and social responsibility in every aspect of life, including 
public spaces. It encourages Muslims to be mindful of their behaviour and 
interactions with others, seeking to create an atmosphere of mutual respect, 
care, and harmony within the community. By adhering to these etiquettes, 
believers contribute to the overall improvement of society and exemplify the 
values of Islam in their daily lives.
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ماً مِنْ ذهبٍ في يدِ رجلٍ  له ر�أى خاتَ ]4[ عن ابن عباس: �أن رسَُول ال

هَا في  لُ جْعَ يَ ارٍ فَ نْ نَ رةٍَ مِ مْ �إلَِى جَمْ عْمدُ �أحَدكُُ زعه فطرحه، وَقالَ: »يَ نَ ف

هِ.  عْ بِ فِ تَ مَكَ انْ لهِ: خُذْ خَاتَ ا ذهب رسَُول ال دَمَ عْ رَّجُلِ بَ ل لَ لِ ي قِ دِهِ!« ف يَ

هُ رسولُ الله. رواه مسلم.  دْ طَرحََ داً وَقَ ا �آخُذُهُ �أبَ له ل ا وال الَ: ل قَ

4. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas  reported: The Messenger of Allah  
saw a man wearing a gold ring. The Prophet  pulled it off and 
threw it away, saying, “This is like taking a burning coal to your 
finger.” It was said to the man after the Messenger of Allah  left: 
“Take your ring and give it to someone else” he said: “No way, 
by Allah, I will never take it since the Messenger of Allah  has 
thrown it away.” 

رنَُّ  �أمُْ تَ دِهِ، لَ يَ فْسي بِ ذِي نَ الَ: »وَالَّ بيّ قَ نَّ ]5[ عن حذيفة عن ال

اً  اب قَ كُمْ عِ يْ لَ عَثَ عَ بْ هُ �أنْ يَ ل وشِكَنَّ ال يُ رِ�أوْ لَ كَ نْ مُ نْ ال وُنَّ عَ هَ نْ تَ روُفِ، وَلَ عْ مَ ال بِ

ترمذي  كُمْ« رواه ال جَابُ لَ سْتَ لا يُ هُ فَ وْنَ دْعُ مَّ تَ هُ ثُ نْ مِ

5. Hudhaifah  reported: The Prophet  said, “By Him in whose 
hand my life is, you either enjoin good and forbid evil, or Allah 
will send His punishment. Then you will pray but it will not be 
accepted.” 

ةُ  مَ لِ ادِ كَ جِهَ ضَلُ ال الَ: »�أفْ بيّ قَ نَّ ]6[ عن �أبي سعيد الخدري عن ال

و داود والترمذي  طَانٍ جَائرٍ«. رواه �أبُ لْ دَ سُ نْ دْلٍ عِ عَ
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6. Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri  reported: The Prophet  said, “The best 
Jihad is to speak the truth in front of a tyrant ruler.”

Activities:
•	 Discuss how to improve goodness in your community and 

forbid evil. 
•	 Reflect on the hadith about using your ability to make positive 

changes in society.
•	 Design a poster to encourage people to promote good and 

forbid evil activities.

In this theme you have learnt:
•	 Urge what is right and forbid what is wrong.
•	 If you see evil, you must change it with your hand; if not then 

speak out against it and finally dislike the act in your heart.
•	 Good creates peace and evil creates harm.
•	 Speak the truth even if is against an unjust ruler.
•	 Turn away from evil, to protect yourself from Allah’s  

punishment.
•	 We have to respect the law and tell others to do so as well.
•	 Be the best example through actions first then words.
•	 Do not keep or have anything that is forbidden by the 

Prophet  like men wearing gold rings.


