THEME 17 - VIRTUES OF LEARNING
RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Learning objectives:

To understand that the desire to learn is a special favour from
Allah.

To learn that religious knowledge makes us better people.

To learn the value and status of people of knowledge.

In this theme, you will learn:

Seeking religious knowledge is obligatory for every Muslim,
because knowledge helps us to do good deeds. Those who seek
knowledge will become pious and draw closer to Allah. Knowledge
helps us to appreciate Allah’s creation, attributes and qualities.
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Allah % says: “And say: My Lord, increase my knowledge”
(20:114). Allah & says: “Allah will raise the ranks of the believers
among you, particularly those who have knowledge” (58:11).
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Allah ¥ says: “Among His servants only the knowledgeable fear
Allah” (35:28).
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1. Mu’awiyah ¢ reported: The Messenger of Allah # said,

“When Allah wants to treat someone well, He motivates him to
understand Islam.”
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2. Sahl bin Sad < reported: The Prophet # said to Ali <, “By

Allah, if a single person is guided because of your efforts this is
better for you than giving in charity a whole herd of red camels.”

CoMMENTARY: The red camel was an expensive animal, a status symbol like
an expensive car.
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3. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-’As 4 reported: The Prophet # said,

“Deliver the message even if it is a single verse, tell stories about
Bani Israel there is no restriction, but remember that anyone who
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deliberately makes up a lie about me let him know his place is in

hell.”

CoMMENTARY: This hadith teaches us a number of important lessons. First, it
teaches us that it is our duty to convey the message of Islam to others. This is
a responsibility that all Muslims share, regardless of their level of knowledge
or understanding. Second, it teaches us that we should be careful about what
we say about the Prophet. We should never fabricate lies about him, as this
would be a serious sin. Third, it teaches us that the stories of the Children
of Israel can be a valuable source of knowledge and inspiration for Muslims.
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4. Abu Hurairah # reported: The Messenger of Allah # said,

“Allah makes the way to Paradise easy for the seeker of knowledge.”
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5. Abu Hurairah « reported: The Messenger of Allah # said,
“When a man dies, his deeds stop except for three things:
Endowment charity, beneficial knowledge, or a pious child who
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prays for him.”
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6. Abu Hurairah « reported: The Messenger # said; “The world
and all that it contains is cursed, except Divine remembrance,
His obedience, a scholar and the seeker of religious knowledge.”

Activities:

e Share the hadiths that you have learnt in this theme with your
friends and siblings.

* Research the personalities of Muslim scholars like Imam Abu
Hanifah, Al-Khwarizmi, Ibn Sina, Al Ghazali - who have had
religious knowledge and worldly knowledge.

* Design a poster showing the importance of seeking knowledge.

In this theme you have learnt:

* When Allah wants to be good to someone, He gives him the
understanding of Islam.

* When a man dies, his deeds come to an end except for three
things: Endowment charity (Sadaqah Jariyah), beneficial
knowledge and a pious child.

e Allah will raise up by many degrees those who believe and those
who have knowledge.

* We don’t discriminate against any religion or its followers.

104



