THEME 16 - THE VIRTUES OF Hajj

Learning objectives:

To learn about the blessings of Hajj.

To understand that Hajj helps a Muslim to know his identity
and where he belongs.

The understand the honour of someone who has performed

Hajj.

In this theme, you will learn:

Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam it is obligatory for those who
can afford to go to Makkah. Hajj is a symbol of Muslim unity
as Muslims from all the over world come together to pray and
perform special rites. Hajj takes place in the month of Dhul Hijjah
and we celebrate Eid ul Adha after the days of Hajj.
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Allah % says: “Pilgrimage to the Ancient House is compulsory
for People who can make the journey, in order to seek Allah’s
pleasure. Anyone who denies this duty should know that Allah
is Self-Sufhicient,independent of all the creation” (3:97). Allah %
says: “Perform Hajj and Umrah for the sake of Allah” (2:196).
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1. Ibn ‘Umar s reported: The Messenger of Allah # said, “Islam is

based on five pillars, testifying the fact that there is no god except

Allah, and Muhammad # is the Messenger of Allah, establishing

prayer, paying Zakat, the pilgrimage to the House, and fasting
during the month of Ramadan.”
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2. Abu Hurairah < reported: The Messenger # said, “The
pilgrimage is compulsory, so go to the pilgrimage. A man asked
“Is it compulsory every year?” The Messenger # remained silent.
He asked three times. The Messenger # then replied: If I had said

yes then it would have become compulsory every year.”



CoMMENTARY: This hadith reflects the importance of performing the
pilgrimage in Islam and the wisdom behind the Prophet’s silence. The man’s
question shows his eagerness to fulfil the obligation of pilgrimage, but the
Prophet’s silence indicates that it is not obligatory every year.
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3. Abu Hurairah # reported: The Messenger of Allah # said,
“Performing Umrah erases the sins of the past and the reward for
the Hajj is paradise.”
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4. ‘Aisha «s reported: The Messenger of Allah # said, “More people
are set free from Hell on the day of Arafah then any other day.”
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5. Ibn ‘Abbas « reported: A woman came to the Messenger of
Allah # and asked: “Hajj has become compulsory on my old
father, he cannot even ride. Can I perform Hajj on his behalf? He
replied: Yes.”
CoMMENTARY: This hadith teaches us that it is permissible for a person

to perform Hajj on behalf of another person who is unable to perform it
themselves.
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Activities:
* Design a poster to show the different rites of Hajj.
* Organise and perform a virtual Hajj.
* Write a poem about the rewards of Hajj.
* Try to fast on the day of Arafah.

In this theme you have learnt:

* Pilgrimage to the House of Allah is a duty owed to Allah by
people who are able to undertake it.

* More people are set free from Hell on the day of Arafah than
any other day.

* The reward for Hajj is Paradise.

* Hajj is an important pillar of Islam and anyone who is able to
afford it must go to perform the Hajj.
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