THEME 7 - RESPECTING TEACHERS, IMAMS
AND THOSE IN AUTHORITY
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Learning objectives:

To learn that people in authority must be respected.

To show respect means that we listen and obey our teachers,
Imams and those in authority.

To understand that knowledgeable people who serve and teach
others are given a special rank.

In this theme, you will learn:

Respect means to admire someone for their good qualities, value
them for their achievements, have regard and concern for them.
Respect is a sign of ones love and affection. Respecting your
teachers, Imams and those in authority will make you achieve
many goals in life and keep you away from mischief. Teachers and
Imams have the knowledge and skills to help and advise us. Those
in authority have the power to make right decisions in making
sure that disputes are settled in a just and fair manner.
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Allah % says: “Say: Can those who know be equal to those who
don’t know?” (39:9). “Should We put those who believe and do
righteous deeds on par with those who wreak havoc in the land,
or those who are mindful of Allah on par with outright sinners?”
(38:28). “Allah will raise the ranks of the believers among you,
particularly those who have knowledge. Allah is aware of what
you do” (58:11).
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1. Abu Mas’'ud ‘Ugbah bin ‘Amr Al-Badri Al-Ansari « reported:
The Messenger of Allah # said, “The best reciter of the Quran
should lead the prayer, if all are equally good then the one who is
most knowledgeable about the Sunnah, if they are equal in that
too then the one who migrated to Madinah first, if they are all
equal in that too then the oldest of all should lead. No one should
lead another in a place where the other has authority, nor should
he sit in his home without his permission.”
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2. Abu Mas'ud Al-Ansari < reported: When we stood up for
Salah in rows, the Messenger # would place his hands on our
shoulders and announce, “Stand straight and do not quarrel. Let
the mature stand near me, then those who are similar to them and
then those nearest to them.”
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3. Abu Musa « reported: The Messenger of Allah # said, “The
reverence of Allah’s majesty is shown by respecting; the old person,

the Hafiz of Quran (who reads it properly and practices it) and
the just ruler.”
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4. ‘Amr bin Shu’aib # on the authority of his father who heard
it from his father reported: The Messenger of Allah # said: “the
person who is not kind to the young and respectful to our elders
is not part of the community.”
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CoMMENTARY: This hadith highlights the importance of kindness towards
the young and respect for our elders as fundamental qualities that define
a cohesive and harmonious community. It emphasises the significance of
nurturing and supporting the younger generation, while also acknowledging
the wisdom and experience of the older members of society.
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5. Abu S2’id Samurah bin Jundub # reported: “During the
Prophet’s # life, I was a young boy. I used to memorise his
beautiful sayings, but I remained quiet and did not narrate them
since there were older people present.”
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6. Anas bin Malik < reported: The Messenger of Allah # said,
“When a young person honours an elderly person, Allah selects a
person who will honour him in his old age.”

Activities:

Discuss how to respect your teacher, Imam and other members
of society.

Reflect on your own ambitions in life and how to achieve them;
realising the need to respect authority to achieve your goals.
Draw a diagram of the organisational structure of a school to



show the different ranks amongst the teachers.

In this theme you have learnt:

Knowledge and good behaviour is acquired by respecting
teachers Imams and those in authority.

Those who know and those who don’t know are not equal.
If you show respect to the elderly then Allah will appoint a
person to care for you in your old age.

When requested to do something that is not right, a person
should refuse no matter who is requesting it.

Always listen to adults and teachers.
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